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Welcome to the Fall 2008 KCFC season.  The 2008/09 year starts with some new faces on the coaching staff along with lots of new players who will strive to take our club to even greater heights in the coming seasons.

 

Last year proved to be a successful year for teams and for players who were able to capture some impressive team and individual awards.  The task and the challenge for all involved is to build upon this succes and attain even greater accomplishments in the coming year.  

 

We wish everyone the best of luck and be sure to have a great time while you strive to attain your goals this season.

 

Welcome to all KCFC familes - new and all.

 

STATE CUP, REGIONALS & NATIONALS
SUCCESSFUL END OF THE YEAR  

 

KCFC once again captured more State Championships than any Kansas club.  State titles were won by: 

 

U13G Force (Harrison)

U14G Heat (Pritchard)

U15G Intensity (Williams)

U17G Impact (Williams)

 

KCFC therefore, won four out of a possible 7 State Cup titles on the girls side.  KCFC Fire U12G also reached the final. 

 

The Boys teams were not able to capture State Championships but the following were runner's up:

U15B KCFC Rangers

U16B KCFC Strikers

U17B KCFC Athletics

 

Both the Rangers (U15B) and Strikers (U16B), however advanced to Regionals.  Rangers advanced by winning the MidWest Regional League Premier Division, while the Strikers advanced as the WildCard in the U16B division.

 

KCFC went on to enjoy the most success at Regionals ever for a Kansas club:

U13G KCFC Force - advanced to the finals losing 1-0 to Carmel United from Indianna

U14G KCFC Heat - did not advance out of pool play but were in the hunt up until the last day.

U15G KCFC Intensity - won Regionals by defeating Cleveland FC 1-0 in the final

U17G KCFC Impact - lost 2-1 in the semi final to FC Milawukee

U15B KCFC Rangers - lost in the final after double overtime to Chicago Fire

U16B KCFC Strikers - lost 4-3 in their last pool game when a tie would have advanced them to the semifinal.

 

So 4 out of 6 KCFC teams advanced to the knockout stages of Regionals and then 3 of the 4 teams reached the finals.  1 of the 3 teams went on to be crowned Regional Champion.  It was an unbelievable Regionals for our club.

 

For full results from regionals click here
 

KCFC Intensity had a great experience at Nationals and ended the year with a 1-2 record against the top teams in the country.

 

For full results and reports from nationals click here
NATIONAL TEAMS
TWO KCFC PLAYERS INVOLVED WITH THE US NATIONAL TEAMS  

 

Seo-in Kim (KCFC United U14B) recently attended the U13 boys National team camp held at Middlesex Academy in Concord, Massachusetts.  Approximately 100 of the country's top players were selected for this developmental camp by the US National Staff Coaches.  These players are being viewed and evaluated as potential U14 national team players for next year.

 

Shea Groom (KCFC Intensity U16G) has been selected to play for the National U15 girls team.  She will participate in the third annual Women's Nike Friendlies on August 21-24 at the Home Depot Center in Carson, California.  Mike Dickey, who oversees the National Teams developmental program had the following to say about the upcoming Nike event: "From a national team perspective," added Dickey, "this year's event will also give us a glimpse at the players that will be a part of our future national teams, and most specifically the core group of 1993s and '94s who will compete in the 2010 U-17 FIFA Women's World Cup." 

 

Congratualations to both players and keep up the great work.

GREAT OPPORTUNITY FOR OUR CLUB
Local restaurant to host a KCFC Benefit evening   

 

Noodles and Company located at 13448 Metcalf Avenue in Overland Park has offered to host a KCFC benefit night on Sunday, August 31st.  

 

25% of all sales from 4pm-9pm will be donated to our club on that evening.  This will be for "dine in" or "to go".   This is also during the MAG tournament so we are hoping that both KCFC and MAG families will choose Noodles and Company for their Sunday evening meal.

 

Funds generated from this benefit night will be added to our "scholarship fund" which obviously helps some of our families in need.

 

From a club stand point we don't have to do anything other than promote it to our families and friends.

 

This could be a great opportunity for KCFC and we hope you can help make it successful by "enjoying a good meal and good cause".

NEW COACHES
Official  welcome to the new coaches 

 

The following have been added to our coaching staff.  We are very happy to have them onboard and wish them the best of luck with their teams:

 

Huw Savage - comes to us from Avellino

Johnny Williams - also a former Avellino coach

Chad Edwards - former college coach at Missouri Southern in Joplin and a current assitant at Avila 

Anita Rodgriguez - head women's coach at UMKC 

 

Welcome to all.

CONTEST 

"Welsh Logic" reason for KCFC success? 
  

We have many coaches from Wales in our club including 

 

· Dave Morrow (born in England but his parents saved him at an early age by moving to a small village in  north Wales) 

· Richard Davies, South Wales 

· Gareth Hughes, Mid Wales 

· Gags Pritchard, North Wales 

· Peter Harrison, Mid Wales 

· Steve Davies, South Wales 

· Johnny Williams, North Wales 

· Huw Savage, North Wales 

· Huw Williams, North Wales

Others were educated at the University of Wales, including:

· Kevin Sloan 

· JC 

· Doug McLagan

And then there's Paul Lawrence who wishes he was Welsh....

So "Welsh logic" plays an important part in the development of our players and club.  An example of such logic can be found in the true story of the young, brash English barrister who went duck hunting in Mid Wales.

Of course the Englishman was dressed to the nines and looked very much the part for his trip and after a few minutes he was lucky enough to shoot a duck.  The dead duck dropped to an adjacent field, so the Englishman decided to climb the fence to retrieve his prize.  

Just as he was half way over the fence he was stopped by an old Welsh farmer who had been tending to his sheep.  The old codger asked him what he was doing, so the Englishman explained that he shot the duck and was now just going to get it.

"But the duck is in my field", said the Welsh farmer, "so its my duck"

"I shot it, so I own it" replied the Englishman.

They argued back and forth for a while with the Englishman eventually proclaiming that he was a famous lawyer from London and threatening to sue the Welsh farmer if he didn't give up the duck.

"We don't need to do that" said the farmer, "lets settle this the Welsh logic way".  So the farmer went on to explain that the Welsh way was the 3 kicks way.  "First of all I will kick you 3 times", said the farmer "and then you kick me 3 times.  I then get to kick you 3 times again and then its your turn.  We continue to do this until one of quits." 

The Englishman thought he would have no problem out kicking the old Welsh farmer so he agreed.  The farmer took a full swing with his boot and made contact right in his opponent's private parts (PG version of the story).  The Englishman fell to his knees only to be met with another kick to the face.  The 3rd kick followed quickly to the kidney area.  All devastating blows by the old farmer.

 

The Englishman was in great pain but managed to slowly drag himself off the ground and said,

"ok its my turn"

 

The farmer replied "Nah I quit......keep the duck"

 

Welsh logic! 

REGIONAL TEAMS
KCFC PLAYERS MAKING AN IMPACT AT REGIONAL CAMP  

 

On the boys side the following players made the Extended Pool's the Regional Camp in Rockford:


91's: Alex Smith: KCFC Athletics
92's: Jon Kankam: KCFC Spartans & Nick McDonald: KCFC Strikers
93's: Reilly Anderson, Nick Besler & Tyler Dixon: KCFC Rangers
95's: Seo Kim: KCFC United

 

The following girls were selected to the Regional teams

93's: 

Shea Groom

Kelsey Goff

Alison Gochenhour all KCFC Intensity

TOURNAMENT SUCCESS
We are off and Running   

No official results were kept in the KC Friendlies but congrats to all who took part.

 

Special congratulations to the U10 boys KCFC Magic (Davies) who won their division in the KC Legends summer invitational. 

Our goal will be to send out a newsletter once every two weeks so please forward any KCFC articles to us so that they can be included in future issues.

 

Sincerely,
 


Gareth Hughes, Richard Davies & Huw Williams
KCFC 
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