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Are you interested in or know anyone who might be interested in sponsoring our club or even a team within our club?  We have many sponsorship levels available.  Please contact ghughes@challengersports.com
if you are interested.
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Commited to Developing the Complete Soccer Player
Greetings! 

 

We do not have all of our KCFC families registered to receive the newsletter yet so please feel free to forward this to any team member who is not receiving it and encourage them to register via the link available within this newsletter. 

  

As reminded earlier this week, the KCFC benefit night at Noodles & Company will be held between 4-9pm this Sunday (August 31st).  Noodles and Company is located at approx. 135th and Metcalf in Overland Park.  25% of all sales generated during that time frame will go directly to our "player/family scholarship funds".

 

Also, don't forget the goal keeper training sessions which start on Tuesday, September 2nd for U8-U12 keepers and Friday, September 5th for U13 and older players.  The times are 4:30-5:30 on Tuesdays and 4:30 to 6:00pm on Fridays.

 

No registration is required - just turn up on time at the polo fields.  We urge ALL keepers to attend these specialized sessions.  All fees will be covered by the club.

 

Finally, apologies to KCFC Jazz and KCFC Revolution for not listing them as State Cup finalists in the last issue. 

KCFC-Futura Academy Off & Running
  

U13 Academy Teams
Currently we have Academy teams in the girls U13 age group and two teams in the boys U13 age group.  All of these teams are "playing up" in the U14s for league play and many tournaments.  There will be certain tournaments where they will be playing within their own age group. 

 

The teams are coached by:

U13G Vlatko Andonovski

U13B1 Brian Budzinski, Vlatko and Doug McLagan

U13B2 Brian Budzinski, Vlatko and Doug McLagan

 

The goal of the Academy is to bring the elite players from each club together so that they can compete against some of the top teams in the country.

 

We anticipate that more Academy teams will be added next year. 

 

New U10 Girls team off to an impressive start 
  

Team scores 14 goals in the 1st two weekends of the season
Dave Morrow, coach of the newly formed U10 team was hoping that the girls would be "competitive" in their early season games.  Well, with two wins of 7-1 and 7-2 they were able to surpass his early expectations with ease.  Great job girls.  Keep up the good work. 

 

These wins are great, but be sure to have a ton of fun while you continue to develop your skills and love for the game. 

 

Winter Training
Two Options Available
In order to provide KCFC players the best possible soccer training opportunities, the club would like to announce two partnerships that we have recently formed:
 
a.       KC Sports Speed - we will once again be offering a soccer / fitness session over the winter for any interested teams / players.  This will be held at the KC Sports Speed facility (in the back of the All American Indoor facility) and will consist of 15 weekly sessions x 1.5 hours, beginning the first week in November.  Half of the session will be spent with a KC Sports Staff member and the other 45 minutes with a KCFC coach for a soccer based practice.  Specific details such as pricing, how to sign up, etc. will be announced soon.  We highly recommend this program to all teams but specifically to the U14s and younger teams.


 b.      Center for Athletic Performance (CAP) - we will be working with CAP to offer a variety of programs through the year aimed at improving a players speed, agility, strength and injury prevention.  The CAP programs will vary according to the commitment level a player wishes to make.  We highly recommend this program to all players but specifically to the high school aged players. 

 
Ideally, we would like to see every one of our players supplement their soccer development by enrolling in one of the above programs.   But we also realize this has to fit in a families budget and around other educational and sports commitments.  Therefore, we will continue to try to make programs such as these available on an optional basis and we suggest speaking to your coach to work out what you both feel is the program best suited for your child / team.

1st KCFC Teams 
Club was formed with Nine Teams 
I recently received an email from one of the original KCFC players.  She played for KCFC Pizzazz 81/82 (the team was sponsored by a local hair salon).  It was great hearing from her and to catch up on some "scoop" (she's getting married in Dallas next month) as well as the gossip on her former team-mates.  I was very excited to hear that many of them still keep in close contact with each other.  Three of the girls have shared an apartment with each other in Chicago for the past three years!! 

 The trip down memory lane made me think of the 1st KCFC teams: 

 10 years ago KCFC was formed with 4 coaches and a total of 9 teams.  We made the unfortunate decision of selecting red and white stripes as our uniforms and our club was quickly referred to as KFC.  I was, of course, accused of being Colonel Sanders!!

 

Today the club has a total of 60 teams, 16 coaches and is closing in on its 50th State Championship (currently at 46) and has captured 2 Regional championships.  In that time, Richard Davies, Paul Lawrence, JC, Gareth Hughes and I have all enjoyed stints as the club's directors of coaching.

 

The teams who formed the basis for this success were:

 

U8G KCFC Impact (Coached by Huw Williams).  This team is our current U18s and were semi-finalists in last year's Regionals.  They are the last remaining original KCFC team.

 

U9G KCFC Jazz (Coached by Richard Davies).  This team just graduated last year and included many players who went on to play collegiate soccer.  Highlight for this team was their trip to Europe as a U14 team where they defeated 3 pro teams - Swansea City FC, Manchester City FC, and Liverpool FC.

 

U10G KCFC Futuras (Coached by Richard Davies).  Won 7 out of a possible 8 state championships and 8 of the Futuras players came back from College last year to play one more year for "TB".  They won State Cup and lost in the final of Regionals.

 

U13G KCFC Revolution (Coached by Huw Williams).  This team was later coached by Gags Pritchard and every player on their roster attained a college scholarship.  One player was recently invited to the Women's U23 National Team training camp. 

 

U15G KCFC Chaos (Coached by Gareth Hughes).  This was Gareth's first and (as of today) last girls team.  I'm not sure what this means but I'm sure it provides some insight to Gareth's coaching demeanor!!  (By the way, Gareth now has 2 daughters with another baby due any day - lets hope its another girl!!)

 

U16G KCFC Pizzaz (Coached by Huw Williams).  This team was highly successful and won State Championships all the way through U12s to U18s.  Most of these state wins coming as an Avellino team.  They were among the 1st KC area girls teams to win major tournaments such as the Presidents Day Tournament in Phoenix, Cocoa Expo Cup in Florida, Pikes Peak in Colorado etc.

 

U17G KCFC Force (Coached by Huw Williams).  Biggest memory of this team - they lost in State Cup without conceding a goal in the whole tournament to a team who scored a total of 1 goal in the whole tournament.  In those days State Cup games were played until a result was achieved - ie no ties were recorded.  They were in a 5 team division and had won their first 3 games convincingly (5-0, 7-0, 6-0).  In the meantime, their last opponent had tied their 1st and 3rd games 0-0 but went on to win in PK shootouts.  They won their 2nd game 1-0.  Needless to say the team stacked their defense in all of their games and they did the same in the last game against us.  We lost after a 0-0 tie on PKs.  So our team had scored 18 total goals and conceded 0 goals in regulation play while the other team scored 1 and conceded 0 in their play.  But I'm not bitter about that result at all.............................

 

U10B KCFC (Coached by JC).  This was a highly successsful team and gave JC his 1st ever tournament championship!!!  They actually won the first tournament they played in by defeating Urbandale SC from Iowa at 122nd and Blue River on PKs in what JC describes as a "classic game".  Some of the team's orginal players were part of the Wizards U19s who recently played in the National Championship game.

 

U16B KCFC Celts (Coached by Huw Williams).  This team had a huge rivalry with the KC Legends 81/82s and they played each other in many State Cup Championships.  The teams would almost alternate as State Champions.  This team participated in the inaugral season of the MidWest Regional League (MRL). 

 

Quick thoughts on the above:

1.  Those teams were really strong, especially for a 1st year program

2.  Only two boys teams.  In those days Legends dominated the boys side and our club won most of the girls events.

3.  How the heck did I coach 5 teams?  I'm exhausted when I take 2 teams to tournaments these days!!

Jon Kempin
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Congrats to Former Player
Former KCFC Rangers goalkeeper, Jon Kempin, has been selected to attend the US Soccer U17 Residency Program in Bradenton, Florida.  Jon joined the Junior Wizards last year. 

 

Notable graduates of the residency program include the likes of Freddie Adu, DeMarcus Beasley, Oguchi Onyewu, and Eddie Johnson.  For more details on the US Soccer Residency Program click here  click here 
Fair Play Award
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Congrats to KCFC Heat
In the last newsletter we congratualated the KCFC teams who won or advanced to the knock out stages of last summer's Regionals in Rockford, Illinois.  Congratulations also needs to be extended to the KCFC Heat girls team, who were presented with the Fair Play Award for their age division.  

 This award is judged by the match officials and given to the teams who are regarded to have played the game in the most sportsmanlike manner.

 Great job Gags and the girls.  

Tip Of the Week
  

What is a "good pass" in soccer
I am a big believer in keeping the game simple and not making it difficult or complicated for the players.  This philosophy is reflected in my thoughts regarding passing: 

 

A good pass is simply a pass which keeps possession.  If you are able to link with another player with a pass then you have executed a good pass. 

 

The two elements that are important in passing are:

1.  Accuracy.  The ball has to go to where you want it to go.

2.  Speed.  A pass that is too slow will be intercepted by an opponent while a pass that is too fast will be difficult to control and might result in a turn over.  

 

So when passing, think of what type of pass you would like to receive if you were on the other end of the pass.  Make your team-mate look good with a nicely weighted/accurate pass.

 

So if a good pass keeps possession, how can you improve upon the pass?  Here's a coaching axiom worth remembering:

 

"A GOOD pass keeps possession while a BETTER pass keeps possession AND beats an opponent"

 

The ideal pass, therefore,  is one that links with a team-mate while at the same time penetrates through the opposition's defence.  This type of pass is often referred to as the "through ball" or the "split pass".

 

Work on your passing with "keep-away" drills such as 3v1 or 5v2
As always we urge you to forward any ideas on potential articles for this KCFC newsletter to hwilliams@gcitravel.net. 

 

GOOD LUCK to all teams playing in the Labor Day tournaments this coming weekend.

 

Sincerely, 


Richard Davies, Gareth Hughes, Huw Williams
KCFC Technical Staff




